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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.
Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the

Northern Australian Swrvey Agreement
Bill.

BILL—NATIVE FLORA PROTECTION.
Introduced by Mr. Sampson and read a
first time.

BILL—WORKERS' HOMES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Rending.
Debate resumed from the 1st Qectober.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [4.34]:
There is certainly not very much in the
Bill, except that it proposes to increase
from £400 to £500 the maximum salary
limit of a person who shall be eligible to
aequire a worker’s home. The original
Act provided that no person with a salary
of more than £300 should be eligible for
a worker's home, and in the Aect of 1912
the amount was increased to £400. Now il
is proposed to increase it again, this time
to £500. I do not think we can have any
objection to it, except that we have to be
careful that the intention of the Aect is
not defeated by the proposed amendment.
Originally it was provided in the Aet that
the limit to which advances might be made
from the fund was £330, but the Act of
1928 raised that to £800. I believe the
frouble the beard is experiencing ie-day
is caused by the increase in the advance
permitted by the Aet of 1928. It means
that a house built at a cost of £800—in
many instances together with an amount
provided by the applicant—becomes a
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fairly expensive house. When we reach
a capitalisation of from £800 to £1,000—
frequently it depends on the value of the
land on which the house is huilt—it cvv-
tainly means an expensive house. The
original intention of the Aet was tv pro-
vide homes for workers on the basic wage.
We are defeating that original object by
increasing the amount to £500, the salary
of a person who may in future get an ad-
vance. True, as the Premier pointed out, that
it is being done largely to enable the hoari
to dispose of some G3 reverted homes they
have on hand. But that is not going te he
the limit to the operations of the Bill, if it
becomes an Aect, for it will mean that
anybody with an income of not more than
£500 who makes application for an ad-
vance will normally sceure that advance.
We know that a persen on a salary of £500
can easily enough make finaneial arrange-
ments fo have a house built. T am a bit
coneerned as to whether we are doing whal
is right by extending the operations of
the Act in the manner suggested. The
principal thing the House ought to do is
to try to have provided a cheap type of
house, such as is being done in the OId
Country, a house in which the worker e¢an
live at from 7s. to 13s. per week. Tn the
Old Country, city corporations and urban
councils are building homes at a maximumr
rent of 13s. per week and, as we sce by this
morning’s paper, a minimum of 3s. 6d. per
week. T do not suggest that we can com-
pete with the Old Country, but I say that
workers’ homes at 7s. 3d. per week is what
we desire here. Sinee we have the poliey
of providing homes, let us direct the hoard’s
attention to the fact that what we want is
cheap homes in which penple can afford o
live. It is ferrible when a person on the
basic wage has to pay £1 or 23s. per week
rent.

Mr. Sleeman: He cannot do it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is so. I
should like to see a fairly large area of
land set aside for the purpose of building
these homes, with transport provided at
a rate people could afford to pay when
going to and from their work. If the
board did that, it would be of considerable
advantage, and I am sure the Act gives all
the necessary power. When we bhuild a
bome at a cost of £800, it is a very large
sum, and I think the worker has to pay
G per cent. on the money, which would



1006

mean, in all, £1 per week by the time he
has paid rates und taxes. It is agreed on
both sides of the Iouse that we want cheap
homes.” I do not know why people dislike
living in wooden houses in this State.

Mr, Sleeman: It is not that they dis-
like it, but the local authorities declare
brick areas.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Well, we onght
to deprive the local authorities of such
power. The eity fathers should be rea-
sonable enough to realise that they have
responsibilities to the people. When T was
in the Ministry, I discussed the matter with
a member of the Workers’ Homes Board,
and he pointed to the difficulty of getting
the worker to accept a cheaper house. He
said that when workers came along with
applieations, they wanted better designs
than those submitted to them. I believe my-
self’ the board should be prepared to huild
2 house whieh would be more in line with
what the worker could pay.

The Minister for Mines: I do not take
exception to the worker objecting to their
designs.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: But he can sab-
mit his own design.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, he ean.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is, provided
it is acceptable to the hoard. T should like
to impress on the hoard that what the House
desires is a house that will not necessitate
the paying of more than 10s. or 15s. per
week. Tf we could get such a house, we
should he getting what was intended by the
original Aect. Tt is also proposed in the
Bill to alter the name of the Workers’
Homes Aet to the State Housing Aet. 1
have no objection to that. Shakespeare, 1
think it was, said a rose by any other name
would smell as sweet., But we should be
careful abont this proposed alteration in
the name. T want to ask the Premier how
will it affect the seeurities; will they have
to be altered and, if so, who is to pay the
cost of the alteration? I have never known
the Titles Office to do anything for nothing,
but if there is to he an alteration in the
titles, the workers should not be asked to
bear the c¢ost, We ought to say that any
alteration required by the Titles Office should
be met by the hoard without cost to the
workers. I do not think we are going to
tto what we set out to do, and I think it
unwise to increase the salary limit of ap-
plicants for homes. In this regard, the
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greatest responsibility we in this House bave
is to tind cheap homes, not to house people
drawing salaries of up to £500 per annum.
The Government have aliered their policy
and T do not think it is going to assist therw
materially in the disposal of the econverted
homes the board has on hand. Some time
ago [ looked at war service homes in this
State, having in contemplation the purchase
of a house; and I am hound to say there
wag not the value in those places. There
was no occasion for me to look ai workers’
homes which were standing unoceupied, be-
cause I could not have got one had I wanted
to—T would net be permitted to do so.

The Minister for Mines: As regards homes
built in the first rush of the scheme, un-
doubtedly the value is not in then.

Hon. C. . LATHAM: If the vulue is
really in the workers’ homes, well and good;
but if it is not there, let the homes he writ-
ten down, Should the Government cousider
that the change of name of the board will
assist them in getting rid of some of the
homes they have on their liands, I have no
objection. Yowever, I repeat, the policy of
the Act is te provide still cheaper homes,
and not more expensive homes—-to provide
homes in which the people ean afford to
live, and which thev will not be compelled
to leave when temporarily out of employ-
ment.

On motion by Mr. Marshall, debate ad-
Jjourned.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 1st Oectober.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [4.48]:
When the Estimates were before the Cham-
ber, T voiced my opinion on this legisla-
tion, saying I considered there was on the
Government a responsibility which they re-
fused to accept. They were amending this
legislation when there was a more hmmediate
and more pressing obligation upon them,
namely, to provide full-time employment for
people on part-time. Government employees
on the lower wages ought to have received an
inergase. I have in mind the married man,
with wifc and family, on £230 a year. The
higher-paid Government employees wmight
have waited for another year to have their
cuts restored. We know there has becn an
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improvement in the State fnances; and
had higher-paid ofiicers waited as I sug-
gest, the Government would have heen able
to provide full-time employment for some
men now on part-time. That is the only
protest I have to raise against the Bill,
though T must say T do not like the drafting
of the measure. It purports to deal with
Part II. of the principal Act, veferring to
salaries; with Part 1IL, referring to super-
annuation and retiving allowances; and with
Part ITV., applyving te grants, It also pro-
poses to redratt the provisions dealing with
superannuation and retiring allowances, and
to include them in the Bill. But Part L. of
the Act of 1934 hag not been repealed. Sec-
tion 3, in Part. T., deals with a number of
things which arve being repeated in this Bill—
“Preiininary,” salaries, superannuation and
retiring aliowanees, and grants. “Prelimin-
ary? also deals with mterpretation, inter-
preting “grant,” “magistrate,” “salary” and
50 on, which terms have no present appli-
eation. When bhringing down this Bill the
Government might have caused it to con-
form more closely to the usual practice of
drafiing. As the parent Act expires at the
end of the year. the opportunity might
have been taken to vedrafi the whole mea-
sure, deleting the preamble, which is so
objectionahle (o hon. members opposite.
The previous Government introduced that
preamble once; the present Government
have introdnced it onee. and they now pro-
pose te continue it.

Mr. Marshall: The preamble is nothing
to he proud of,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Bill geis
away from the original intention—spread
of sacrifice. T shall not vead the preamble,
us it was read here so often when we were
on the other side of the Chamher. In faet,
it was read every lime this legislation was
before the House. But there is a great
change in hon. memhers opposite when they
move Trom one <ide of the House tn the
other. When they were sitting in Oppo-
sition, the preamble was a shocking thing;
but now they desire to conserve i, even
when it has no application whatever.

Hon. W, I, Jolinson: Will you move that
it be struck out?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T will noi inter-
fere with Government husiness,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Do you mean that
remark to apply for the whole of the ses-
sion? -
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: XNo, I do not.
When in office we found it necessary to
introduce this legislation. The preamble
hegins—

Whereas at a conference between Ministers

of the Commonwealth and Ministers of the
States . .. to devise mensures for mecting the
grave financial cmergency existing in  Aus-
tralia . . . ..
I presume the present Government have
demonstrated clearly that the “grave finan-
¢ial emergency” does not exist now. There-
fore that reference to it might well he
omitted. And other things which have ne
application might he amitted also.  Still,
those euts ought not to he restored until we
are able to give full-lime employmnent to
people now on pari-time. Meanwhile per-
sons on higher salaries might have continued
to hear the cuts. I know hon. membhers op-
posite will have something to say on this
Bill, which I feel sure they will not endorse.
They know the condition of the people as
well as I do. T do not say they know it
better, because persons suffering—when
they cannot get help from the Government
side of the House—go to the Leader of the
Opposition. That is castomary. I have had
quite a lot of it. In bringing down this
Bill the Government are making a mistake.
I desire again to prolest against the doing
of semething which is wrong until sacrifices
have heen spread more evenly. If there is
no necessity for sacrifices now, let the lower-
paid officers have preference.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

BILL—ELECTORAL.
In Committee.

Mr. Sleeman in the Chair; the Minister
for Justice in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 to 17—ngreed to.

Clause 18—Qnualification for the Counecii:

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: In view of the ex-
treme length of this elause, covering about
three pages, would you, Mr. Chairman, di-
vide it inte subclauses?! Otherwise it will
he diffieult to follow.

The CHAIRMAN: [ will do anything
that will convenience the Committee. [ shall
put fhe subclauses separately.

Subclanse 1:

Hon. N. KEENAN: [
ment—

That in Subelanse 1, paragraph (d), sub-

paragraph (i}, line 1, the word *fregistered’”
he struck out.

move an amend-
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The object of the amendment is to enable
a person who has a legal or enuitable estate
in possession in land situate in a provinee
having a elear eapital value of €30 at least,
above all charges and cncumbrances affect-
ing the same, to he regislered ns an elector,
In submitting the amendment, T shall follow
the argument which has alrendy heen ad-
dressed to the House hy the member for
West  Perth. There are wany cases of
penple who are at present on the roll ani
wha have not a registered title. To obtain
steh a title involves a eonsiderable amount
af vxpense which these people, in their pre-
gent Lnancial position, cannot afford. Thev
wonld heve ta employ a solicitor and pay
his fees, {n addition to stamp duty and
registration Taes. Ts it desirable to strike
these people ofi the roll? They eannot in
any sense he deemod proteetors of the vich.
They helong to the“ponvest ¢lase. The hig
holders would, of conrex. be vegistered. The
venson advanced for the' inelnsion of the
word “registered” is that it will enahle the
Chief Electoral Officer readily to determine
whether or not a elaimant  for envalment
possesses the necessary qualifieation, hut
surely that conld he deterinined equally well
by cxamining the docnmenis of title—the
small titles, as the memher for West Perth
called them—that these people possess. In
that: way the Chief Electornl Officer wonld
be just as sure of his ground =ns If the
claimant’s title were registered. This s
purely a machinery wmatter. T understand
from what the Minister said in reply on the
second reading that he has no desire to do
anything except to alter the machinery pro-
visions of the Aet. His wish is to make the
machinery more perfect and to prevent the
fraud that has taken place in the past. He
said he had no wish to zo heyond that. Yet
here is a clause, the effect of which iz to
take away the franchise from the poorer
class of people. Advantage should not he
taken to alter the franchise in anv wav by
the present measure. I hope the Minister
will accept the amendment.

Me. F.C. L, SMITH: T support the
amendment. I can cite many instances on
the goldfields where houses are sold under a
eontract of sale, the contract not heing re-
ristered in any way. Under snch contracts,
the purchaser usually pays a small deposit
nnd agrees to pay the balance of the pur-
rhase money at a ecertain  amount
per week. He does not hecome re-
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vistered  was  the  proprietor of  the
property until such time as he pays the
full amount of the purchase money, Never-
thaless, purchasers under contracts have
Just as effective a qualifieation as if they
were actually registered as proprietors of
the land. They may, in fact, before the
contract expires, arrange a mortgage over
the property. pay off the vendor, and be-
cone registered ns the proprietor of the
property. The same privilege shounld be
extended to persons buying property under
a contract of sale as is extended to those
persons who have n vegistered title.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: In the
fulministrulion of the FElectornl Depare-
ment if has heen cexceedingly difficult to
determine whether or not some people are
entitled to De envolled, A elnim may
be made by some person to be enrolled,
hut  the Chief Eleetoral Officer, or
registrar, iz unable to  satisfy himself
whether the claim is genuine: and, in any
ense, ik is execedingly difficult to deter-
mine at what stage during the currency of
a eontract for sale hetween two parties
one of them hecomes entitled to be en-
rolled. The member for Brown Hill-Ivan-
hoe (Ale. 1. C. L. Simith) spoke of contracts
which provided for the payment of a small
deposit, the balance to be met by weekly
payments.  Assume a person hought a pro-
perty and paid a deposit of £10, agreeing
to pav the halunee at. the rate of £1 a
weel, some 37 or 38 weeks would hava tn
elapse from the time he paid the deposit
hefore he would be entitled to be enrolled.
The Chief Flectoral Officer would eaperi-
ence very great diffieulty indeed in aseer-
taining when sneh a person hecame entiiled
to enrolment. The elnuse would not have
the effect of Inking away the rights of any
person, because I suppose that nearly xlt
the people who would be qualified under
this section would also be qualifiesd hy
heing householders.

Members: No.

Ilon. N. Keenan: What sbout all the
parveels of land now being sold on terms
in the suburhs?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Most
owners of land generally have a registered
title.

Flon. N. Keenan: That is just what they
have not got.
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Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Consider the people
buying from Land and Homes. They have
not registered titles.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No, but
they can protect themselves by lodging a
caveat.

Mr. Sampson: They pay 5s. down and 3s.
for ever.

Mr. Patrick: Five pounds.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: People
of that class are not likely to get such an
equitable interest in land as would entitle
them to be enrolled. Many of them are
sued beeause they do not hononr their
ubligations.  (onsiderable evidence was
given on thig point hefore the Royal Com-
wission, The Chief Electoral Officer sug-
zested this amendment and the Royal Com-
mission deeided to adopt if.

Hon. N, Keenan: Has there been amy
arave ahuse in this respect?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No,
but the Chief Electoral Officer, during the
course of his evidence, informed the Royal

Commission, thai he could not say the Coun-

cil roll was a true reflex of the people who
were entitled to be enrolled. He pointed
- ont to us the difficulties that prevented him
from determining whether an individual was
aectnally eligible for enrolment, and said the
problem mainly arose with regard to the
property qualification. The Chief Electoral
Officer is the official charged with the duty
of determining whether the claim lodged by
an individual for enrolment for the Legis-
lative Council, shall he allowed, and under
existing conditions he is not in a position
cffectively fo do so. I do not desire to de-
prive anyone who is entitled to be enrolled
from having his claim admitted. The Royal
Commission discussed this phase for some
time in an endeavour to arrive at a more
satisfactory basis, and the provision in the
Bill represents what the Parliamentary
Draftsman considers suitable. Tt has to be
admitted that many people become enrolled
merely bhecaunse they are asked fo submit
their claims. YWhen their claim cards are
dealt with by the Chief Electoral Officer,
he cannot deal with them satisfactorily with
the law as it stands at present.

Hon. N. XKeenan: And yet there has been
no abuse.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Some
people are enrolled although not -eligible.
Naturally there munst arrive a time in a
property transaction when the equity of one
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of the parties falls below the amount speei-
fied in the legislation as the necessary guali-
fication for enrolment for the Legislative
Conncil. People are foolish who do not
take the necessary steps to enable them to
prove their qualification. The mere pay-
ment of Js. to lodge a caveat should not
prevent a person from taking the necessary
steps through the Titles Office, to protect
himself.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is the inclusion
of the word “registered” o which excep-
tion is taken.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: All we
ure anxious to do is to seeure a proper roll.
[ will consider any amendment that will
sufeguard the position, but rather than re-
vert (o the old order, T prefer the provision
embodied in the Bill.

Mr. CROSS: I support the amendment
hecause I believe the provision in the Bill
will penalise a large number of people, par-
ticularly in the metropolitan area. The Min-
ister for Justice does not seem to know
the procedure adopted by individnals in the
purchase of their homes. In many instances
the husband takes his wife as a partner in
the contract. They pay the required amount
and frequently caveats are lodged against
the seller. It is almost impossible for the
Chief Electoral Officer to determine just
when the individual beecomes entitled to he
enrolled. If the amendment be not agreed
to, it will mean that the freeholder who has
an equity in property, or joint €reeholders,
will not be entitled to enrolment until they
ean hecome registered as freeholders of the
property, which would not be till the eom-
pletion of the contract. That might deprive
such people of enrolment for 10 or 12
vears.

Mr, MARSHALL: It must appeal to
members as somewhat remarkable that we
should be arguing in this year of grace,
1935, as to whether an individual should
have the right to a vote. T do not know
when we will beecome demoeratic and do
something of a democratiec nature. It is
sad to think that we are in much the same
position now as 200 years ago. This par-
ticular eclause still gives as the basis of the
richt to a person to a vote in connection
with the Legislative Couneil, the qualification
of eash, bricks and mortar or broad aeres.
It is astounding tbat any member should
venture to defend the freehold or leasehold
qualifications in these days.
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The CHAIRMAN: The amendment is fo
strike out the word “registered.”

Mr. MARSHALL: I am aware of that,
but that will not alter the fact that the
qualification will remain. Why should
people be required to register their inter-
est? The Minister was wrong in stating
that the purchaser of a property would be
entitled to elaim a vote along with the ven-
dor. I am purchasing a property, but I
cannot claim to be the registered holder,
The vendor requires that security until I
have fulfilled my contract. What law would
give me the right lo register as an equitable
holder?

Hon. C. . Latham : Put on a eaveat.

Mr. MARSHALL: A caveat has been
lodged, but how does that make me a regis-
tered holder?

Hon. C. . Latham: If you were not, the
caveat would not remain,

Mr. MARSHALL: But T might possess
an interest of only £5 in a property.

Mr. McDonald: A caveat is included as a
registered claim.

Mr., MARSHALL: If the word is re--

tained, there will be more scope for ahuse
than exists under the present law. Will
the Minister expect goldfields people to
lodge caveats when properties are trans-
ferred on the time-payment system? At
present we can get purchasers enrolled, but
in future we shall be unable to do so unless
they are registered. I must support the
amendment; in fact, 1 shall oppose the whole
clause on principle.

Mr. MeDONALD: Since signing the re-
port of the Royal Commission, I have given
the maiter further consideration and I feel
some misgivings as to some of the amend-
ments proposed in the Bill. When a man
sells 2 property, the seller is registered, and
there is no trouble about his getting a vote
for the Counecil if his interest is worth £50.
The man why buys under a contraet of
sale may register his claim by means of
lodging a caveat. Contrary to the statement
of the member for Murchison, the Minister
was quite correct in saying that the seller,
if he retained £50 worth of inferest in the
property, would be entitled to a vote, and
that the buyer, if he had £50 worth of in-
terest, would also be entitled to a vote.
When a caveat is lodged, the Registrar of
Titles makes no note of the terms of the
contract of sale, and the Chief Electoral
Officer could learn nothing of the terms
from the caveat. The claim card would
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give him almost as much information. The
only way in which the Chief Electoral
Officer could find out the details wonld be
by calling for the production of the agree-
ment. There would be more tronble invelved
if the purchaser had to lodge a caveat and
pay 10s. for regisiration fee, and produce
his contract of sale at the Titles Office, than
there would be in taking the document to
the Chief Electoral Officer. The position
15 very difficult, but the remedy proposed hy
the Chief Electoral Officer will nol assist
him.

My, F. C, L. SMITH: The Minister was
quile wrong in saying that any person could
be enrolled who could show ihat he had an
interest in a property. According to the
elanse, he would have to be registered. A
caveat would not indieate the equiiable in-
terest a person might have in a property.
A eaveat merely prevents dealings in the
property, and it is possible for a person
having no interest in a property to lodge a
caveat against the title, When the Minister
said that the Chief Electoral Officer would
have no cheek if the word “registered” were
deleted, he inferred that that officer checked

all the claims made. That is absurd. He
makes no atlempt to do it.
The Minister for Justice: He does it.

Make no mistake about that!

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: Only when objee-
tion is raised to a claim,

The Minister for Justice: No; he is con-
stantly checking claims.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: He would not take
the 10,000 names on the Metropolitan-Sub-
urban Province roll and check the claims.

The Minister for Justice: That is eon-
stantly being done.

Mr. F. C. L, SMITH: I know how econ-
stantly it is done, beeause in the North-East
Province there were three persons on the
roll for one freehold block for several years,
and the block was not worth £30 at the time.
On the goldfields, it is diffienlt to get

people to understand that they haye
a claim, and to insist on regis-
tration  will  inerease the  difficulty.

The amendment will inerease the difficulties
in getting people on the roll.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: 1 intend to
support the amendment moved by the mem-
ber for Nedlands. It is all verv well for
the Minister to say that the Chief Electoral
Ofticer will look into these matters. That
officer has no opportunity of doing so; be is
entirely dependent on the reporis of his
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various officers. On one oceasion after ap-
plications had been made with a view to re-
gistration of electors, a local registrar took
ptide in saying, “We will get these people
who sign false declarations.” Very often
equities are not registered and that allows
the whole maiter to remain open not only
for prosecution but persecution of people. I
agree that the words should be siruck ount.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I was
hopeful that with the assistance of the mem-
ber for Nedlands we would endeavour to
make a reasonable amendment to this
clause.

Hon, C. G, Latham: You should leave it
ag it is now.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
member for Brownhill-Tvanhoe spoke of
three people being on the roll for one arca
of land. I suppose it was not possible to
find out whieh of the three wns the awner.

Mr. Smith: Each in his torn had been a
registered owner.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I had
a vote in the JMetropolitan-Suburban pro-
vinee because I owned a block of land worth
£60 or £70, but baving disposed of my
equity, T was no longer entitled to vote. I
did nof take any steps to inform the Regis-
trar and was pot aware that my name was
still on the roll until I received a civeular
From a candidate four years later, What
we want to do is to pass legislation which
wil! ensble those people entitled to be en-
rolled to have their names placed on the
roll. The position at present is unsatisfae-
tory and I agree that what is proposed may
work out with some little hardship, but from
the administrative standpoint there would
be given a better check than that which
cxists at present. The Royal Commission
dealt with this subject very fully and de-
cided to make the recommendation contained
in the Bill. If any snggestion can be made
whereby we could have some elieck—there is
none now—I will be prepared to accept it.
I am not particularly insistent on the
phraseology of the clause as it is, buf [
think it is better than the existing provision.

Hon. N. EEENAN: T agree with the
Minister that it would be desirable, if it
were possible to do so, to frame the clause
in a way that would not interfere with
those now applying for the franchise, and
at the same fime make it easier for the
department to keep the rolls clean. It would
be impossible offhand, however, to suggest
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proper phraseology so as to bring about the
desired result. I ask the Minister to con-
sider whether the further consideration of
this clause, which in very many parts is of
a character that requires a considerable
amount of investigation, could not be post-
poned.

The Minister for Justice: I have no objee-
tion fo that.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Then for the time be-
ing 1 wil] withdraw my smendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,
Clause postponed.

Clause 19—Assembly elector continues
qualified for three months after he leaves
distriet:

Hon. N. KEENAN: I draw the Minister’s
attention to a contradiction: The second
puragraph of the clause seis out that an
elector who has changed his place of living
to a district other than that for which he is
enrolled on the day of the issue of the writ
for an election for the distriet may until his
name is transferred to another roll vote for
the distriet in which his name continues en-
rolled at any election held within three
months after he has ceased to live in the
district. That is the existing law. In the
¢lause we have just postponed it is provided
that any elector who has lived for one
month in an electorate becomes entitled to
be enrolled. -Then, by Clause 40, it is an
offence not to hecome enrolled. So an ex-
traordinary position is created. Now that
we are trying to clear up the mess in con-
nection with the rolls generally, we should
also try to clear up the elash to which T
have drawn attention,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Un-
fortunately, in this State there are many
people who do not know where they will
be on election day. Some may perhaps
start out for one place to do well-sinking
or fencing and may not be there for a
month. Then they move on to some other
place to do other work. There is no de-
sire that anvone should be disfranchised
in circumstances such as those.

Hon. N. Keenan: I do not suggest that
they should be disfranchised.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: As it
was in the original Aet and as it is re-
printed in the Bill, those people would
have the right to vote somewhere. If we
were to say that a month after they had
left the district they should automatically
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be struck off the roll, we would disfran-
chise thousands of people living under con-
ditions somewhat similar te those to which
I have referred.

Hon. N. Keenan: I did not suggest that,
but rather to lengthen the period.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Things
that people do not de in a hurry, they are
apt to forget altogether. After the numer-
ous prosecutions that have been launched
by the Commonwealth ¥lectoral Depart-
ment, most people have developed the habit
of furnishing claim ¢ards with their
altered addresses within a few weeks, so
that their enrolments may be rectified. If
we extend the period, people may forget
altogether whether they have attended to
the matter or not.

Hon, C. G. Latham: What is the pro-
vision in the Commonwealth Aet? Do they
provide for a period of one month, with
three months’ grace?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Commonwealth Aet provides for one month.
I have not studied the other point to he
able to inform the hon. member if the
Commonwealth allow three months’ grace
after the expiration of one month. When
I considered this particular elanse, I had
in mind the possibility of disfranehising
electors and T desired to safeguard their
position.

Mr. RODOREDA: I do not think there
will be the elash that the member for Ned-
lands suggests. The provision has been
framed in the interests of the eleetor who
leaves his electorate within three months
of the issme of the writ for an election.
Generally two months elapse between the
issue of the writ and polling day, and dur-
ing that period he cannot possibly be en-
rolled at all. Without the provision in

the Bill, he would be disfranchised.
Clause put and passed.
Clause - 20—Disgqualifications:

Mr. J. MaeCallum SMITH: The disquali-
fication ineludes natives of Asia, exeept
those of British India. That would de-
prive a native of Palestine of a vote.

Houn. C. G. Lalham: If he is naturalised,
he will be all right.

Ar, J. MacCallum SMITH: But he may
not wish to he naturalised.

Hon. C. G. Latham<: Then he could not
be earolled.

[ASSEMBLY.]

THon. N. KEENAN: I desire to draw at-
tention to subparagraph (iii) of paragraph
(a) of Subclause 1, which provides that ihe
disqualification shall not apply “to any half-
blood aboriginal of Australin who obtains
a eertificate in the preseribed manner from
a magistrate . . . .7 That is an entirely
new provision, and I suggest it is somewhat
dangerous. In the first place, the half-blond
may result from a cross between a Japancse
and an aboriginal or hetween a Chinese and
an aboriginal.

The Minister for Justice: Then the magis-
trate will exercise his diserction before issu-
ing the certificate. -

Hon. N. KEENAN: How does the Min-
ister know? How will the magistrate know?

Mr. Marshall: The half-blood will have
{o secure his certifieate.

Hon, N, KEENAN: Yes, that he is a fit
and proper person io exercise the franchise.
Buf are we to allow the law to he so extra-
ordinarily loose that one magistrate may
say a half-blood aboriginal is a fit and pro-
per person and another magistate may say
he is not? 1 do not know that there has
heen any demand for the half-hloods tn be
granted the franchise. I de not believe there
has heen any such demand.

The Minister for Justice: Of course there
has.

Mr. Marshall: Plenty of it.

Hon. N, KEENAN: Mr. Neville raises
every complaint he can think of on behslf
of the half-eastes as well as the aborigines,
yvet we have not heard the eomplaint that
they are not on the roll

The Minister for Justice: I have heard
many complaints on that score.

Hon. N. REENAN: 8till, is it desirable
to place half-castes on the roll? It is pos-
sible that in the far North there are more
half-castes than whites, and we do not want
to take the risk implied by that, particularly
as this provision is so loosely drawn. I
move an amendment—

That subparagraph (iii) he struck out.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: I hope
the provision, indeed the whole of the clause,
will be allowed to remain. We hear talk
of taxation without representation. DMany
of the half-easles successfully undertake all
the responsibilities of citizenship, and live
up to their obligations betfer than do some
white men.

Mr. Marshall: Too right they do!
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: They
stand up to their every obligation.

Hon. N. Keenan: How many of them?

The MINISTER. FOR JUSTICE: Hund-
reds of them.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Then we had beiter
be very careful about this provision.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
know personally many of these half-castes.

Mr. J. MacCallum Smith: Some half-
castes have wished to stand for Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We go
to no end of expense in educating these
people—some 300 of them attend mission
schools—we endeavour to make proper citi-
zens of them, and encourage them to leave
the bush life of the blacks for the life of a
civilised community. Are we then to say
to them, “You may enjoy all these advant-
ages, but vou cannot have a vote for Par-
liament’’?  The half-castes have fo pay
taxes,

Hon. €. G. Latham: T should like to know
how many of them pay taxes; probably not
20 of them.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 1
myself know at least 25 half-castes who pay
taxes. Many of them pay the hospital tax.
Sueh people should be given a vote, so long
as they are not predominantly black. That
concession is given them by the Common-
wealth.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.

[
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BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 3rd Oectober.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East)
[4.371: 1 moved the adjournment of the
debate last Thursday because I intended
over the week-end to travel through the
provinee I represent. I visited Lake Grace,
where T was very pleased to note the ex\
cellent prospeets for the coming season. In
fact, one of the Agriculiural Bank inspee-
tors informed me that it was the finest sea-
son experienced in that part of the dis-
trict for the past six or seven years, and
he had no hesitafion in foreeasting an aver-
age of 14 to 16 bushels of wheat to the
acre——

Hon. A. Thomson:
falls soon.

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: I was about to ve-
mark, provided that rain falls soon. T visited
Gnowangerup on Sunday. That district has
had excellent rains, although they ecame
somewhat late, and the lambing has not been
good on acecount of the lack of green feed
in the early parf of the season. Uhn-
doubtedly there are other distriets that are
not as fortunate. Travelling up through
Kondinin towards Bruce Roek there cer-
tainly seemed to be a decided shortage of
water, and I read in the newspaper that a
member had been visiting the more northern
portions of the wheat areas and had com-
mented on the shortage of water there. The
water shortage is going to be the great diffi-
culty, and it is a difficulty that the Gov-

Provided that rain



